Biochemical studies of the iron cores and polypeptide shells of haemosiderin isolated from patients with primary or secondary haemochromatosis.
Haemosiderin isolated from different iron-loading syndromes, primary haemochromatosis (PHC) and secondary haemochromatosis (SHC) biochemically exhibited differences in both their iron core and peptide composition. The rate of release of iron from PHC haemosiderin to oxalate was 3-fold greater than that from SHC haemosiderin. The major peptides separated by SDS-PAGE showed a major band at Mr 20,000 for PHC haemosiderin and at Mr 15,000 for SHC haemosiderin.